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Hakeem King was murdered on March 14, 2019.
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Shoot, a program started by Angie Dixon in
Danville with support from Community College
Ministries and its outgrowth Alliance for
Excellence. He would have been in this circle had
he not been the victim of a ganglated shooting.
Many of the young men at left are doing

everything they can to stay out of the gangs, avoid
violence, and find a better path.

In this event (left) on May 9, 2019, Jeff May of
Fayetteville, NC, an intervention specialist, spoke
to these young men and talked about breaking the
chain of violence and Angie Dixon talked with
them about the resources of faith and following
the path of Jesus.
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While Jeff May, Angie Dickson, Sherman Saunders, Debra Hairston, and others
talk to these young men about their dreams and saving their lives from violence
in this Salvation Army gym on the Danville hillside, the Confederate Flag looms in
the foreground. What does this remnant of the period of slavery and violence
against African Americans say to these young men and what does enduring
division in the community, often among church people, say to the world?
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Community College Ministries
is leading the discourse on
racial justice and healing in the
community where these young
men reside and we are doing so
by utilizing the experience and
resources of the Kellogiginded
Truth, Racial Healing, and
Transformation Program at
Duke University with circles of
church members and agencies
in Danville and the surrounding
area. Churches represented
here are United Methodist,
Presbyterian, and the
Cherrystone Missionary Baptist
Association meeting at Duke
University on December 11,
2018 Why is this a faith issue?
| believe Paul wrote
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On June 29, 2018, about
200 people assembled
at Virginia Western
Community College to
celebrate the 30 years
of ministries sponsored
among African
American students by
Alliance for Excellence,
an outgrowth of
Community College
Ministries. In that
period of time, over
20,000 young people
have participated in
awards programs,
service, fellowship, and
academic support
furthering their faith
and life goals.
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Alliance for Excellence is a
ministry with students to
support and promote new
educational opportunities
among African American
youth along with
predominantly African
American churches such as
the Cherrystone Missionary
Baptist Association. The
program started at St. Paul
United Methodist Church of
Roanoke in 1986. This
dinner (left) on May 30,
2019, at Patrick Henry
Community College honored
students who excelled
academically and who
provided leadership in the
201819 academic year on
campus and in the
community.
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Among students who lived in foster care and who are
now intheir 20s, 546bare unemployed and 3%
percenthavebeen homeless or couch surfed since
exiting foster care 8 of young womehavebeen
pregnant since leaving foster care, including 32% before
18. Nearly60% of young mehavebeen convicted of a
crimeand 75%havespent time injail. Only 86
completeda collegedegree These are statistics of
Great Expectations, a program that supports students
who come out of foster care into owommunity
collegeqone group at Mountain Empire Community
College at left). Together with Open Table and United
Methodist Family Services, Community College
Ministries is organizing groups to support young people
facing these obstacles. This year, we hosted an intern
Amber Williams who did research on this topic and
wrote an article for church andommunity media,

G 2 KiF tilere were a solution that was already
available in your community®penTable is a non

profit that brings togethemembers of a community to
support one individual experiencirapallenges in their
lifed €



